o

COJUNTRY
SUBJECT
PLACE
ACQUIRED

DATE OF
INFO.

L

'\\Tﬂﬁﬂ%\?&d For Re!e;agﬁec ‘99&%%?5@ LLJE}\RDPSZ OOQQE&QQKQ’O“ZSXM

INFORMATION REPORT

23

cD NO. %
¥orea DATE DISTR. 26 aApw 51
Activities of the North Korean Bureau of NO. OF PAGES 3

Internal Affairs in Seoul

NO. OF ENCLS.

(LISTED BELOW)
25X1A

SUPPLEMENT 1C
25X1X REPORT NO.

On 10 January 1951, five davs after the Norsh Koreasn forces entered Seoul. nine
offices of the Horth Korean Internal Zffairs Bureau were estsbliched in tha

city, They occupy Lormer Repubiic of Korexz volice buresu bulldings in ceavral
Seoul, Chongmo, Songbuk, Songdong, Tongdaemun, Sodasmun, Mavo, Yongoen, s1d
Yongdungpo. According to en offigslal of the Chongno office, the central aeade
cuartere for Secul are at the Chongno Iaternal Affalrs Bursan and are wrdIr
the directlon of KIM Pla (., 5 ] )=

.

{ne hundred staff members for the Internal Affsirs Juresn wers sent %o Sesul by
the North Forean Minintry of National Defensa. Onr 20 Jemunary, ten of theile
rarsons werce assigned to each branch of the Bureau in Seonl znd the rewmriaing
ten to the headquartere. Thess personnel serve as, resnectively, durean aead:
chlefs of the securityr, insvection, garriscon, cultural, defense, sanltatlon,
efncetion, snd confidontial affairs sectionas; and one miscellanecus cfficizl.
Poresu heads attend a2 dally conference at headquaertsrs snd svend most of thelr
time outeide thelr own officer. In their shgence, the head of the wzouriiy
section acts as buresu chief. In commarison with similar Burean orgeniraiions
in North Korea, these offices in Seoul are mere eccnomieally arranzed, with
fewer persomel.

On 21 Jamuary, $he section chiefs began to orgenize thelr individuel unlts.

¥%eech had brought some North Koreen versonnel with him, and other emvloyees were
found emong acquaintences or through recommendation: from acgvalniaonces. Pare
sons emnlaoyed leselly sre not allowed to return o thelr homes bui sre kent ot
#he office, given throe mezia deily {each conslatinz of rice and a Lowl of zowp).
end compellad to work on the cffice floor, without dsskas. Orzanlrzation work was
completed by 30 Jnuery. The Chongno Internal Affairs Buresu then, far erammle.
hod 50 membars, insluding the ten staff from North Torea and 40 miscellensous
enployees. Staff mismbera wear North Korean army uniforms and carry nistolis:
other employees ars not armed and wemr ordinary civilien clothes. In Dbeth o=
plarance attitvde, since the staff give orders =2nd the oihar wergont
the Jorth Koreen employees :we eesily distinguished from the indigenous
sonnal .
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Units for meintaining mublic order were organized in ecch disbrict of 3goul oy
a amell mamber of local residents ond nersons releassd from iano. IeCasmun S
Y1 T'se Won (A) f- 55'7’4 ) Army Prisons. As soon ae the Invernal /ffeirs Boreaus
were formed, i’ﬁes’é mﬁic order uailts were placed under the chie’ of tae loecal
security sections. Unli members are, in effsci, low~level employees of the I~
tewsne) Affairs Burseu. Thus by 30 January, the Chongno unit had 200 members
mmd a staff evpointed by the Chongno security section chief. Thase cfficinls
concesled thelr true names and addressed ome another only as Comrade KIM or
Comrade YI.

Between 7 and 30 January, the Internal Affeirs Bureaus reached a sotol emploey-
ment figure of 2,260, including the 100 Yorth Korean staff membersd, &6 locel
employses, end 1,800 public order unit personnel. In sddifticn, an wnknown e
wer of secret agents was dirvectly employed by the chief of the dedense section
of the Internal Affairs Bureau.

The functions of public order units sre to guard the internsl Affoirs Buremy,
1%3 branch offices, and other importemt mlaces end to protect importart ofifie
cials: io regulate traffic; to conduct patrels; to tske required snergency
action (not smecified under what circunstonces); and to repair and custruct
gir-pald sheifers and berricades. Unit menmbers are subthorized to investignte,
question, and arrest mersons but sre not suthorized to conduct ezecubicus. '1a
late Jenuary, unit versonuel were so greatly disturbed by UN elyr raidc shaet
they could hordly keen order and were unable to do thelr work systensiically.
They were trying, however, 0 locate and revport weapons, CaReras, TeLEBCONSY,
end. radios, and they often confiscate these articles when discovered. Individ—
wzl unit memiers have no definite assignments but are instructed %o report coa-
stontly #nd in detail on conditions in their neightorhoods.

Persons reporied to the Inbternal Affairs Bureau by the public order units are
often subjected to immediale punlshment without explonation or invest.gation.
For axemmle, when an agent renorted that a local woman wes the vife o a Low-
level member of the Northwest Youth Corps who had fled to rusan, she wvas iume-
diately imprizoned as a member of the Corms and her house was cunfiscated and
eceupled by the informer. Most ROK govermment officizls and UN sympashizers
fied the city before the North Xoreans entered, bus eny who remein end any pep-
sons berieved to have asgisted the UN are subject to imprisomment or BXSCULLON.
Order of vriozity for their arrest is ROK intellectusls, ROK goveranenst offi-
cizls, and wezlthy pErsons.

For example, a men oif some meens hed fled the city, ileaving an elderly woman
relative to boke cere of his house in Seoul, Ca L0 Jemuexy a North Koveen non-
carmissioned officer and a soldier ovdered the woman out of the houre on the
greunds that the owner hed grown rich by explolting the neople and drove ber
of £ with enly a emell smount of food, stating that since zhe was & reiative of
the rich men she must suffer. Other imstances werc noted of wonon ieft tu
logk after wroperty being evicted without being permitted to ronove sagthing
Srom thelr homes. Arrests wers made of individuals who nad served sne Ui in-
torest, even of shopltecpers whose princinsl customers hed been LOreiZners, and
of nersons found reading Mnglish books.

One of the functiops of the public order unit is the conirok of movswent Irom
Seoul into the countryaside. Up to 30 Jenuary vhers was no Formal frevel peraid,
but & traveler obbained a hand-written statemert from an army cumpany comnender
of the hesd of an Internal Affcirs Buresu and signed by the head of tne Central
insernal Aftairs Buyeeu, in the following form:
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Yrasent addrean:
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i hereby wermit the above-named comrade te travel from Seeul %0 Swrem
arse during the seven~day veried from 20 January to 27 January o
boah culturel nrovaganda nosters. :

& Jemnary 1951 KIM Il=su. (’ff': - Xfi Y(zea1)
Head of Central Internsl Affeirs Burpe
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- 1% was observed, however, that the certificates wers lLess affeat: v travel nar
mite than certrin missions or fiems being cerried. The person w'th tho culbaral
posters was allowed to provceed hesanse of his mission. and wem oy 29 emrund e
tlon but without nermits were allowed to 7288 vhen travelers with cettlficeten
but without missions were keot from leaving Seoul. Cheeks are mace at veri ous
points on roads lesding out of the clty. Groups of three merbers of Llocal il
lic order units or occegionally non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the
Kortl. Koresn amy ston depsrting travelers and question them, asking she folw-
Yowing:  Where ig your home? Where are ymu going and whyt Have you a man in
Jour family? Vhere is he, and what is he doing now?
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